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New York Times, May 4, 1995, p. A18

Harvard Investigates Tenured Professor

«In a rather bizarre example of
peer review, a committee at the Har-
vard Medical School has examined
the work of a tenured psychiatry
professor who wrote a best-selling
book about people who say they were
abducted by diminutive, large-eyed,
gray-colored creatures from outer
space and forced to have sex with
them.

' The committee, three participants
say, is about to present the dean of
the school a report sharply critical of
the professor, Dr. John Mack, who

-wrote ‘“‘Abduction: Human Encoun-

_ters With Aliens,” published last
year and featured on ‘“The Oprah
Winfrey Show,” “Larry King Live”
and other talk shows.

The review has divided the aca-
demic community, with some de-
nouncing the investigation as an as-
sault on academic freedom that ten-
ure is supposed to protect and others
supporting it as a legitimate inquiry
by the university into the scientific
quality of research it supports.

The committee was established a
year ago by Daniel Tosteson, dean of
the Harvard Medical School, said the
three participants, who all spoke on
condition of ancnymity, citing their
pledge to keep the proceedings confi-
dential. Members were asked to ex-
amine whether Dr. Mack was con-
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ducting his research in accordance
with Harvard’s standards of schol-
arly investigation and whether he
was exploiting his patients or sub-
jecting them to harm.

The dean, one committee member
said, was concerned not only about
Harvard’s reputation but also that
the cases Dr. Mack described might
have been-a result of hallucinations
‘for which his treatment was not ap-
propriate.

A strong sexual theme runs
through Dr. Mack’s book, published
by Charles Scribner’s Sons. Several
of his subjects provided him ac-
counts of being snatched out of their
beds and whisked into outer space,
then returned to earth after their
sperm or eggs had been taken.

One of the 13 cases he describes is'
that of Ed, a technician in his mid-
40’s who says he was seduced by a
“female being”’ who had “long, sil-
very hair with large, black eyes
without pupils or irises” and who
explained to him that she needed his
sperm to ‘‘create special babies.”
She extracted the sperm by means
of a tube placed over his penis, Ed
tells Dr. Mack, and then he felt a
rubbing sensation before he cli-
maxed. 1

The Harvard committee is headed
by Dr. Arnold Relman, an emeritus
professor of the medical school and
former editor of The New England
Journal of Medicine, and includes
two lawyers from the Harvard coun-
sel’s office. The members held more
than 30 closed hearings over the last
12 months, some with Dr. Mack.

A faculty member who has seen
the committee’s draft report said it
vigorously defended Dr. Mack’s
right to pursue any subject he finds
of interest but deplored his scholar-
ship methods.

Dean Tosteson has several options
once he receives the report. They
range from initiating procedures to
cancel Dr. Mack’s tenure and re-



